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n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

2015
Soc ia lSe c uritypursuing old
d e b twith fa m ilym e m b e rs

he Soc ia lSe c urity Ad m inistra tion ha sa prog ra m tha tifa pa re ntd ie sw ith m inorc hild re n,the
ild re n,a nd som e tim e s the surviving pa re nt,re c e ive b e ne fits b a se d upon the Soc ia l Se c urity

ofthe d e c e a se d pa re nt/spouse . H ow e ve r,the Soc ia lSe c urity Ad m inistra tion ispursuing c la im s
a ym e ntsa lle g e d lym a d e onb e ha lfofthose m inorc hild re na nd ofte nd e c a d e sa fte rthe fa c t.M a rc
the Washington Post re porte d in a De c e m b e r13,2014 a rtic le tha td e spite the Soc ia lSe c urity

ra tion’s c la im tha tthe y w ould stop trying to c olle c tthis type ofd e b t,itis a n ong oing pursuit
w w .w a shing tonpost.c om /politic s/soc ia l-se c urity-c ontinuing -to-pursue -c la im s-a g a inst-fa m ily-

s-for-old -d e b ts/2014/12/13/4fb d c 1f4-7fc 7-11e 4-81fd -8c 4814d fa 9d 7_story.htm l).

r. Fishe r re ports tha t the Washington Post quote d the Soc ia l Se c urity Ag e nc y’s a c ting
ione r,Ca rolyn Colvin,w ho sa id tha te fforts to c olle c ton old d e b ts w ould c e a se im m e d ia te ly
014). This is a fte rta x re fund s owe d to a pproxim a te ly 400,000 Am e ric a ns w e re se ize d to pa y
e g e d ly ow e d b y a nc e stors.The d e b tc olle c tion a m ounte d to $75 m illion tha tthe Soc ia lSe c urity
ra tion sa ys tha t the y ne e d to re m a in solve nt. The issue is, how e ve r, tha t the purporte d
e ntm a y ha ve b e e n 40 ye a rs a g o,the pe rson to whom itw a s pa id is now d e c e a se d ,a nd the

w a sm a d e a sa b e ne fittoa ve ryyoung c hild w hoisnow b e ing a ske d tore -pa ythe d e b t.

om e c hilling e xa m ple sa re c ite d inthe a rtic le .M a ryGric e ’sta xre fund sfrom the IRS a nd the Sta te
a nd w e re inte rc e pte d to pa ya n “ove rpa ym e nt” tosom e one in the Gric e fa m ily(notc le a rw ho) in
e rM s.Gric e ’sfa the rd ie d in 1960 a nd he rm othe rre c e ive d b e ne fitsto fe e d a nd c lothe he rfive

At the point of he r fa the r’s d e a th, M s.Gric e w a s 4 ye a rs old . M s.Gric e c ha lle ng e d the
e nt’srig httota ke he rm one yw ithoutnotic e ,a nd a fte rthe Post’s a rtic le a b outhe r,the m one yw a s
. Butshe isre c e iving b illsfrom Soc ia lSe c urity se e king the sa m e a m ounttha tw a sre turne d to
e r.

nothe r e xa m ple offe re d is a b outDa nie lAsm us ofFillm ore ,Ca lifornia w ho ha s ha d his w a g e s
d fora $2,094 d e b tfora n a lle g e d ove rpa ym e ntofsurvivor’sb e ne fitstohism othe rin the 1970’s;
us’fa the rd ie d (w he n he w a s9 ye a rsold ). H ism othe rislong d e c e a se d too,a nd now the y a re
qua rte rofhiswa g e se a c h m onth m a king itd iffic ultforthe fa m ily to pa y the m ortg a g e on the ir
sm uspointe d outto the Soc ia lSe c urity Ad m inistra tion tha tthe pa ym e ntsw e re m a d e w he n he
ild a nd ha d no c ontrolove rthe m one y;furthe rm ore ,he a ssure d the m tha this m othe rha d no
g e ofthe ove rpa ym e ntorshe w ould ha ve pa id itb a c k.The onlyre sponse w a store c e ive a nothe r
m a nd ing pa ym e nt.

ssic a Ve la ofSa n Die g o ha d he re ntire inc om e ta xre fund se ize d whe n she w a sone m onth a w a y
ive ring he rse c ond c hild ;she is a Na vy ve te ra n a nd he rhusb a nd re m a ins on a c tive d uty. The
e ntc la im stha t$16,888 w a sove rpa id tohe rm othe rw he n Je ssic a w a sone ye a rold .H e rm othe r,
illliving ,suc c e ssfullyfoug htthis“b ill” in c ourta nd w on,a nd now the d a ug hte risb e ing ta rg e te d .
c urityoffic ia lsha ve told he rtohire a n a ttorne yb utshe ha sb e e n unsuc c e ssfulin d oing so a sthe
nque stionisnotla rg e .

ob e rtVog e l,the a ttorne y forsom e ta xpa ye rswhose fund sw e re se ize d sa id to the Post, “It’sjust
tha t the y [Soc ia l Se c urity Ad m inistra tion] b e lie ve tha t w he n som e one turns 18, the y

c a llya ssum e a c rushing d e b ttha tw a sinc urre d b y som e one e lse .” Tha tsom e one e lse m a y ha ve
llyuna w a re ofthe d e b ta sthe re c ord ke e ping se e m stob e spottya tb e st.Itise a sytoa g re e w ith
Vog e ltha t“It’sre a llyquite d isg usting .”
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