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L EG A L
n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

014 Se niorsa nd whe n tostop d riving

e a rning to d rive isa rite ofpa ssa g e form a ny pe rsons,a nd b e ing a b le to c ontinue to d rive a nd
ind e pe nd e nc e is e xtre m e ly im porta ntto those ye a rs pa stthe te e na g e ye a rs. M a ny fa m ilie s

w ith love d one s w ho a re a g ing a nd re sisting g iving up the ke ys to the c a r. Itis nota sim ple
ot“b la c k a nd w hite ” in m ostc a se s,to d e te rm ine w he n a nd ifa n old e r pe rson should stop
nd how toc onvinc e the m tod oso.

a nyse niorm e n c om e from a g e ne ra tion w he re the yw e re the “b re a d w inne rs” a nd the irid e a of
istie d up with m a inta ining the irind e pe nd e nc e .In sub urb a n a nd rura la re a s,the fa m ily c a ris

a lin m a inta ining tha tind e pe nd e nc e sinc e no re a d ily a va ila b le form softra nsporta tion e xistsin
se s. Eve n those w ho a re notse niors,fa c e d w ith the prospe c tofnotb e ing a b le to d rive ,e ve n
rily,ra ila g a instthe re stric tion. Im a g ine b e ing told tha tyou willne ve rb e a b le to d rive a g a in.
e m oving the c a rke ysw ithoutvia b le a lte rna tive sisg oing to re sultin sig nific a ntre sista nc e from
r.

ortuna te ly, the re a re re sourc e s a va ila b le to he lp fa m ilie s to w ork throug h this b e fore this
a c risis.Se niorsw ith a d e m e ntia d ia g nosisorw ith othe rhe a lth issue stha tim pa c tthe irsa fe ty
a d ,wille ve ntua lly c om e to ne e d the inte rve ntion ofloving fa m ily m e m b e rsw ho a re prote c ting

e d one a swe lla sothe rson the roa d . The la w firm ofFle m ing a nd Curti,PLC ha sa n a rtic le on
b site tha t is ve ry inform a tive (http://issue s.fle m ing a nd c urti.c om /2013/03/31/d riving -a g ing -
ing -with-fa m ily-d yna m ic s).Am ong the re sourc e sliste d is“W e Ne e d to Ta lk,” w hic h isprod uc e d
,M IT’s Ag e La b ,a nd The H a rtford Insura nc e Com pa ny. The re is a fre e w e b ina ron the AARP

tha t c a n b e e xtre m e ly he lpful (http://w w w .a a rp.org /hom e -g a rd e n/tra nsporta tion/
_to_ta lk/). The H a rtford Insura nc e Com pa ny ha s m a ny pub lic a tions on the ir w e b site tha t

for d ow nloa d or to print or to ord e r (w w w .the ha rtford .c om /m a ture -m a rke t-
e /pub lic a tions-on-a g ing ),inc lud ing a nothe rre c om m e nd e d re sourc e “Atthe Crossroa d s.”

hose w ho a re c onc e rne d tha tthe y m ig htnotre c og nize the ne e d to stop d riving som e d a y m ig ht
ste d in sig ning a n a g re e m e ntwith fa m ilytha tw ould a llow you tona m e som e one to ta ke c ontrol
you from putting yourse lfa nd othe rs a trisk. Suc h a n a g re e m e ntw ould like ly notb e le g a lly

b utlike a Living W ill,sta rtsthe c onve rsa tion w he n itisstillpossib le to ha ve thisc onve rsa tion.
a form inthe pub lic a tion“Atthe Crossroa d s”tha tsom e m ig htfind he lpful.

ffre y M a rsha llCELA w rite sa b log a nd poste d a n e xc e lle nta rtic le on thissub je c tin 2102 (g o to
ha llEsta te a nd Eld e rPla nning Blog a nd se a rc h forw ha tto d o w he n d a d should n’tb e d riving ).

som e re sourc e s inc lud ing looking for d rive r re fre she r c ourse s throug h AAA a nd c onsulting
rRe portsforthe b e stc a rsforold e rd rive rs. The Pe nnsylva nia De pa rtm e ntofTra nsporta tion
m e g uid a nc e for c hild re n w ho wish to e va lua te a pa re nt’s d riving a b ilitie s. The re is a lso a
or“Se niorsforSa fe Driving ”(w w w .sfsd -pa .c om ).

he re a re re sourc e sa va ila b le to he lp you to ha ve thisc onve rsa tion w ith a se niorlove d one ,orto
he situa tion foryourse lf.Ta ke the tim e to b e sure tha tyou a re ta king the rig htste psa nd a tthe
e .
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