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n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

5,2014 Sc a m srun ra m pa nt;se niors
pa rtic ula rlyvulne ra b le

.T.Ba rnum isc re d ite d w ith sa ying tha t“A suc ke risb orn e ve ry m inute .” M a yb e tha tsta te m e nt
e re vise d to sa y a sc a m m e risc om ing up w ith ne w sc a m ,ora ve rsion ofa n e xisting one ,e ve ry
And you d o notne e d to b e a suc ke rto fa llforthe sophistic a te d sc a m stha ta re outthe re tod a y.
a n fa llvic tim b utse niorsa re pa rtic ula rlyvulne ra b le .The New York Times re c e ntlyre porte d tha t

sc he m e s a g a inst the e ld e r a re inc re a sing . (w w w .nytim e s.c om /2014/09/06/your-
ina nc ia l-sc he m e s-a g a inst-the -e ld e rly-a re -inc re a sing .htm l?_r=0). Ac c ord ing to the a rtic le ,old e r
e pa rtic ula rly“a ppe a ling a nd vulne ra b le ta rg e ts.”

e ing inform e d isone w a ytoa void fa lling vic tim toa sc a m ,nom a tte rhow old you a re .AARP ha s
a Fra ud W a tc h Ne tw ork whe re you c a nsig n up tog e tsc a m a le rtsa nd re a d a b outpe ople inyour

sta te who w e re e ithe r vic tim ize d or ne a rly vic tim ize d in va rious sc a m s.
rp.org /m one y/sc a m s-fra ud /fra ud -w a tc h-ne tw ork/). AARP ha s a toll fre e num b e r to re port
d sc a m s,1-877-908-3360.

he re a re pre c a utionstha te ve ryone c a n institute to hope fully pre ve ntb e c om ing a vic tim .M a ny
s use the te le phone to c onta c t pote ntia l “m a rks.” Sig ning up for the Do Not Ca ll list
notc a ll.g ov) c a n b e he lpful (som e sc a m m e rs c a ll a nd sa y tha tthe y a re from the Do NotCa ll
a sking fora fe e ;the re isnoc ha rg e tore g iste r).You c a na lsoc a llthe Pe nnsylva nia DoNotCa lllist
-777-3406 (re g istra tion on thislista utom a tic a lly re g iste rsyou forthe Na tiona lDo NotCa lllist).
e rnm e nta g e nc ie s,suc h a sthe IRS a nd FTC ne ve rc a llta xpa ye rs. You w illg e tsom e thing in the
nota te le phone c a ll. NEVER g ive pe rsona l inform a tion ove r the te le phone ,suc h a s a Soc ia l
num b e r,b a nk a c c ountinform a tion,or c re d itc a rd inform a tion. Le g itim a te te le m a rke te rs a re
ng from b loc king the irinform a tion on c a lle rID,the ya re re quire d tote llyou tha titisa sa le sc a ll,
otc a llb e fore 8 a m ora fte r9 pm .

a lle rs w ho te llyou tha tyou w illre c e ive som e thing for nothing ,suc h a s a fre e M e d ic Ale rtor
H e lp syste m a re sc a m s. A c a lle r w ho is inform ing you a b outyourc re d itc a rd a nd suspic ious

a lre a d y ha syourc re d itc a rd num b e rs;you d o notne e d to provid e ita g a in. Re m e m b e r,you d id
the m ,the y c a lle d you. Ask for a ny re que sts forfund s,e ve n from a c ha rita b le org a niza tion,in
Cre d itc a rd c om pa nie sm ustprovid e inform a tion inw riting ifthe ya re a sking you toc ha ng e your
na nyw a y.The re isnow a ytote llfrom a te le phone c a llifitisind e e d a c re d itc a rd c om pa ny.

fa stm oving sc a m isknow n a sthe “g ra nd pa re ntsc a m .” The c a lle rc a lls,ofte n d uring the nig ht
ing up the g ra nd pa re nt,c la im ing tha ta g ra nd c hild is in ja il,usua lly in M e xic o orCa na d a ,a nd
ilm one y. The g ra nd pa re ntusua lly ina d ve rte ntly provid e sinform a tion,suc h a sa na m e forthe
ld .The n the g ra nd pa re ntisinstruc te d to g o a store tha tse lls“g re e n d ot” c a rd sa nd loa d a c a rd
re que ste d a m ount. The m one y isthe n lostsinc e the g ra nd c hild wa sne ve rin troub le to b e g in
othe rsim ila rsc a m in thisa re a iswhe n som e one purporte d lyc a llsfrom the M ontg om e ryCounty
Offic e wa rra ntsd ivision sa ying tha tm one y isow e d a nd to g o g e ta g re e n d otc a rd a nd c a llb a c k
num b e rs.Ifthe m one yisnotre c e ive d ,a w a rra ntw illb e issue d forhisorhe ra rre st.The She riff
the yd onotthre a te na nyone w hod oe snotpa y.Thissc a m ha sg one na tiona l,sinc e the yre c e ive d

m Te xa sre sid e nts.

c a m m e rsa lsouse d oortod oorte c hnique sa nd the inte rne t.The b e std e fe nse istob e a le rt,a nd if
g se e m stoog ood tob e true ,itlike lyis.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/06/your-money/financial-schemes-against-the-elderly-are-increasing.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/06/your-money/financial-schemes-against-the-elderly-are-increasing.html?_r=0
http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/fraud-watch-network/
http://www.donotcall.gov/

