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n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

4,2015 Prote c ting d e c e a se d love d one s
from id e ntitythe ft

e he a rne a rly c onsta ntw a rning s a b outhow im porta ntitis to prote c tourse lve s from id e ntity
he te a m a tEld e r La w Answ e rs (w w w.e ld e rla w a nswe rs.c om ) pointouttha ta w hole g roup of
l a nd a c tua l vic tim s c a nnot prote c t the m se lve s. Ac c ord ing to the fra ud pre ve ntion firm ,
tic s,the id e ntitie sofm ore tha n 2 m illion d e c e a se d Am e ric a nsa re stole n b y id e ntity thie ve se a c h

hisisc le a rlya nissue forb usine sse sifid e ntitythie ve sope nc re d itc a rd sorothe rw ise m isuse the
id e ntity ofa d e c e a se d pe rson. H ow e ve r,itc a n b e a n issue forfa m ily m e m b e rsw ith d e c e a se d
e s who ha ve the sa m e or sim ila r na m e , a re surviving spouse s, w e re joint ow ne rs a nd /or
rie son b a nk a c c ountsorfina nc ia lprod uc ts,orow ne d re a le sta te w ith the d e c e a se d pe rson. It
a ffe c tthe a d m inistra tion ofa n e sta te .Nota g re a td e a lofre se a rc h a ppe a rstoha ve b e e n d one on
e ,b utthe re a re ste ps tha ta re possib le to ta ke in ord e r to d isc oura g e id e ntity thie ve s from
id e ntitie sofd e c e a se d love d one s.

ne ste p isto c onsid e risto notify the thre e m a jorc re d itre porting a g e nc ie s,Equifa x,Expe ria n,
sUnion,b yse nd ing a d e a th c e rtific a te a nd e vid e nc e tha tyou a re the pe rsona lre pre se nta tive for
e .Othe rwise ,itc a n ta ke up to sixm onthsforc re d itre porting a g e nc ie sto b e notifie d ofa d e a th.
re tha tyou provid e the d e c e d e nt’sfullna m e ,d a te ofb irth a nd d e a th,Soc ia lSe c uritynum b e r,a nd
d e nt’s m ost re c e nt a d d re ss. You c a n a lso re que st tha t the c re d it re porting b ure a us put a
d — d o notissue c re d it” a le rton the file . You c a n m onitorthe d e c e d e nt’sc re d itre portforone
a ke sure tha tthe re a re noissue s.Go to w w w .a nnua lc re d itre pot.c om fora fre e c re d itre portfor

sa nd truste e s.

tisa lsoa g ood id e a toc a nc e lthe d e c e d e nt’sd rive r’slic e nse b ynotifying the sta te ’sm otorve hic le
e nt. Usua lly, c re d it c a rd s a nd fina nc ia l institutions a re notifie d a s a re sult of the e sta te
ra tion.H ow e ve r,ifthe yw e re notnotifie d form a lly,itisa g ood id e a tod oso.

fina l sug g e stion from the Eld e r La w Answ e rs Te a m is to b e c a re ful wha t you w rite in a n
.Ofte n thie ve sfind vic tim sb ylooking throug h ob itua rie s.Think a b outw ha tinform a tion w ould
l in ope ning a ne w a c c ount suc h a s d a te ofb irth,m othe r’s m a id e n na m e or the d e c e d e nt’s

ostofthe tim e ,id e ntitythie ve swho pre yon d e c e a se d vic tim sd onota ffe c tthe surviving fa m ily
ira c tions.H ow e ve r,in a n a b und a nc e ofc a ution,e spe c ia llyfora surviving spouse ora c hild w ith

na m e ,itm ig htb e w orth the e fforttoprote c tyourlove d one ’sid e ntitye ve na fte rd e a th.
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