
Ka thle e
c olum n

Nove m b

R
sa ve d $9
a d va nta g
poc ke tc o

E
M e d ic a re
the irM e
pe ople i
e H e a lthM
pla n w it
sa m e use
19 pe rc e
2010 stu
b e ne fic ia

O
w e re c om
tothe low
a llM e d ic

I
should lo
is a lso h
m e d ic a ti
re g a rd in
c ove ra g e
Afford a b
d rug s.

P
throug h
Som e tim
e xpe nsiv

A
priortoJ
sta y.Co
b e stone

E

LEGAL
n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

e r2,2014 Pote ntia lforsa ving sin ye a rly
a na lysisofM e d ic a re d rug pla ns

e c e ntly,a ne w stud yw a sre porte d onCNN.c om tha tthe a ve ra g e M e d ic a re b e ne fic ia ryc ould ha ve
61 on pre sc ription d rug s in 2014 b y re vie wing the ir e xisting pla n a nd c hoosing a m ore
e ouspla n. The ke y isto c hoose a pre sc ription d rug pla n tha tprovid e sthe low e sttota lout-of-
stsforpre sc riptiond rug s.

ve ry ye a r from Oc tob e r 15 to De c e m b e r 7 (Ope n Enrollm e nt or Annua l Enrollm e nt, AEP),
b e ne fic ia rie s a re invite d to re vie w a nd c ha ng e the ir“sta nd a lone ” pre sc ription d rug pla nsor

d ic a re Ad va nta g e pla nstha tprovid e forpre sc ription d rug c ove ra g e .An a na lysisofove r22,000
n la st ye a r’s e nrollm e nt pe riod w ho use d online tools for c om pa rison of pla ns, suc h a s
e d ic a re .c om orPla nPre sc rib e r.c om showe d tha tonly five pe rc e ntofb e ne fic ia rie s w e re in the

h the low e sttota lout-of-poc ke tc ostsforthe irpa rtic ula rpre sc ription d rug s. Furthe r,ofthose
rs,42 pe rc e ntwould hitthe c ove ra g e g a pord onuthole in2014.H ow e ve r,tha tnum b e rd ropsto
ntifb e ne fic ia rie sw ould c hoose a pla ntha tha sthe low e stc osttothe m .De spite those sta tistic s,a
d y b y the Rob e rt W ood Johnson found a tion found tha t only a b out 10 pe rc e nt of M e d ic a re
rie scha ng e d the irpla nsa nnua lly.

fthe 22,000 stud ie d ,17,000 use rswe re in sta nd -a lone pre sc ription d rug pla nsa nd 5,000 use rs
pa ring M e d ic a re Ad va nta g e pla ns.Ofthose in the M e d ic a re Ad va nta g e pla ns,sw itc hing in 2014
e stc ostpla nscould ha ve sa ve d a na ve ra g e of$218 a nnua lly.De spite the a nnua lsug g e stiontha t

a re b e ne fic ia rie se va lua te the ire xisting pla nse a c h ye a r,itse e m stha tfe w a c tua llyd oso.

tis im porta ntto b e a w a re tha tform ula rie s c a n c ha ng e ye a rto ye a r,so M e d ic a re b e ne fic ia rie s
ok c a re fullya tthe irc urre ntpla n a nd re se a rc h othe rpla nstha tm ig htb e m ore a d va nta g e ous.It
e lpful to re vie w the ir m e d ic a tions with the ir physic ia ns sinc e a g e ne ric ve rsion of som e

ons m a y b e a va ila b le now whe n it w a s not b e fore . Althoug h the re is g e ne ra l d isc onte nt
g the d onuthole in the M e d ic a re pre sc ription d rug pla n,the re a re w a ys to d e la y ora void the

g a p b y c a re ful pla nning in m a ny c a se s. The d onuthole is c losing g ra d ua lly tha nks to the
le H e a lth Ca re Ac tprovisions;itisb e c om ing e a sie rto sa ve out-of-poc ke tcostson pre sc ription

e nnsylva nia M e d ic a re re c ipie nts w ith low inc om e should a lso look into PACE a nd PACENET
the De pa rtm e ntofAg ing . This is a nothe r pote ntia l w a y to sa ve on pre sc ription d rug c osts.
e s it is possib le to c onta c t the a c tua l pha rm a c e utic a l c om pa ny for a ssista nc e with hig hly
e pre sc riptiond rug s.

lthoug h the M e d ic a re pre sc ription d rug prog ra m ha s its lim ita tions,pe ople ofte n forg e ttha t
a nua ry,2006,M e d ic a re offe re d nopre sc ription d rug c ove ra g e a ta llothe rtha n d uring a hospita l

nsum e rsshould ta ke the tim e tore vie w the a va ila b le pre sc ription d rug pla ns,a nd d e te rm ine the
forthe irpa rtic ula rne e d s.
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