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LEGAL
n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

015 Pla n to e lim ina te soc ia lse c urity
num b e rsfrom M e d ic a re c a rd s

or those ofus ofa c e rta in a g e ,we m ig htre m e m b e r tha tour Soc ia l Se c urity num b e rs w e re
ly use d forid e ntific a tion purpose s. In re c e ntye a rs,d ue to inc re a sing ly c om m on insta nc e sa nd
istic a tion ofm od e rn id e ntitythe ft,the fe d e ra lg ove rnm e ntha sb e e n re quiring m e d ic a linsura nc e
e stouse som e othe rtype ofid e ntifie rforb e ne fic ia rie s.H owe ve r,tra d itiona lM e d ic a re c ontinue s
tic e ofim printing Soc ia lSe c urity num b e rson a llM e d ic a re c a rd s. The New York Times re porte d
on inc re a se d e ffortstoprote c tse niorsb yforc ing the d isc ontinua nc e ofthe use ofSoc ia lSe c urity

on M e d ic a re c a rd s. w w w .nytim e s.c om /2015/04/21/us/ne w-la w -to-strip-soc ia l-se c urity-
-from -m e d ic a re -c a rd s.htm l?_r=2/

he New York Times re portson a b illsig ne d re c e ntly a spa rtofthe ove rha ulofhow d oc torsa re
id b yM e d ic a re .One se c tion ofthe ne w la w instruc tstha tSoc ia lSe c uritya c c ountnum b e rsm ust
ispla ye d ,c od e d ore m b e d d e d on the M e d ic a re c a rd .” A sum of$320 m illion from the M e d ic a re
d wa s a llotte d for the c ha ng e . Do notlook for a n ove rnig htc ha ng e in pra c tic e ,how e ve r,a s

offic ia ls ha ve four ye a rs to sta rtissuing c a rd s w ith ne w id e ntifie rs,a nd four m ore ye a rs to
a rd she ld b y c urre ntb e ne fic ia rie s. In the m e a ntim e ,m ore tha n 4,500 pe ople a d a y sig n up for
.Inthe c om ing d e c a d e ,18 m illionpe ople a re e xpe c te d toqua lify.By2025,M e d ic a re e nrollm e nt

e d toe xc e e d 74 m illionpe ople .

n the m e a ntim e ,d e spite ye a rsofw a rning s,c urre ntb e ne fic ia rie sw ith tra d itiona lM e d ic a re ha ve
e othe rtha n to work w ith the c urre ntsyste m ,w hic h id e ntifie sa b e ne fic ia ry b y hisorhe rSoc ia l
num b e rfollowe d b y a le tte rorle tte rs.In som e insta nc e sthe num b e ristha tofa spouse b utin
e s,itisthe c a rd hold e r’sSoc ia lSe c uritynum b e rtha tisliste d .M e d ic a re c a nnotprovid e pa ym e nt
e he a lth c a re provid e r ha s tha tinform a tion,w hic h the n re sults in prolife ra tion ofpe rsona l

ion,m a king se niorsm ore vulne ra b le to a tta c k on the irid e ntitie s.W e ha ve b e e n w a rne d notto
rSoc ia lSe c urityc a rd sb utM e d ic a re b e ne fic ia rie sa re c ounse le d toc a rrythe irc a rd sw ith the m a t
.

nn H .Rossie ,a form e rSoc ia lSe c urity c la im sre pre se nta tive ,is quote d a s b e ing w orrie d a b out
ton those on M e d ic a re ifa wa lle tisstole n.She sa ys,“… M e d ic a re ne e d store c og nize the te rrib le
n a nyb od y w hose id e ntity itstole n. Itd e stroys yourse lf-e ste e m ,a nd itc a n ta ke ye a rs to re -
yourid e ntity a nd c re d it.” Unfortuna te ly,itisfa re a sie rto ob ta in inform a tion tha n to re sortto

a w a lle t.Ele c tronic he a lth re c ord sa nd c yb e ra tta c ksc a n re ve a lprote c te d inform a tion to thie ve s
using inform a tion to ope n c re d itc a rd sin a nothe r’sna m e . Eve n he a lth c a re w orke rsw ith b a d

sha ve b e e nknow ntoste a ld a ta from pa tie nts.

ope fully, M e d ic a re b e ne fic ia rie s w ill soon e njoy the sa m e prote c tion of the ir pe rsona l
ion a s is a fford e d b y la w to those w ith priva te he a lth insura nc e . In the m e a ntim e ,M e d ic a re
rie sshould b e vig ila nta b outpote ntia linsta nc e sofid e ntitythe ft.
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