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n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

r7,2014 Pe rsua d ing a n e ld e rlyre la tive
tostop d riving

a ny fa m ilie sa re fa c e d w ith the ta sk ofpe rsua d ing a n e ld e rly re la tive to stop d riving .Althoug h
e ing old e rd oe snotne c e ssa rily m a ke fora n inc om pe te ntd rive r,ofte n fa m ilie sse e the re sultsof
ype rson w hoisshowing sig nsofb e ing a n unsa fe d rive ra nd a re c onc e rne d tha ttha tthe re la tive
jure him se lf or som e one e lse . A re c e nt a rtic le in The Colum b us Dispa tc h
spa tc h.c om /c onte nt/storie s/life _a nd _e nte rta inm e nt/2014/11/15/1-g uid e -to-life -e ld e rly-
tm l) b yJoe Blund ospe a kstothe issue ofw ha ttod ow he nsom e one ne e d stostopd riving .

om e e xa m ple s in the a rtic le ind ic a te how d iffic ultitis to pe rsua d e a n e ld e rly pe rson to stop
ve n ifitisc le a rtoothe rstha tisw ha tshould b e d one .Pa ula Ta lia fe rro,e d uc a tion c onsulta ntfor
ra lOhio Are a Ag e nc y on Ag ing sa ystha tthose with c og nitive im pa irm e ntsofte n la c k insig htto
e the d a ng e rin the ird riving .Inste a d a nya tte m ptto m a ke the m stop isse e n a sa thre a tto the ir
e nc e .She furthe rsta te stha t“Pe ople g rie ve the lossofd riving privile g e s;it’sa b outfre e d om .”

c c ord ing to the a rtic le ,w ha td oe s notg e ne ra lly w ork is the “d o-it-yourse lf” a pproa c h suc h a s
e ke ys,d isa b ling the ve hic le ,orothe rw a ysthe fa m ily trie sto ha ve the e ld e rstop d riving . One
ha ve the c onve rsa tion.Disc ussw ha tisa la rm ing you,suc h a sd e ntsin the c a r,e xc e ssive m ile a g e

(usua lly m e a ns the e ld e r is g e tting lost),fa iling to ob e y tra ffic sig na ls suc h a s stop sig ns,or
to find fa m ilia rloc a tions.Prid e g e tsin the w a y,a nd ifthe re isa wa y fora n old e rd rive rto sa ve
h m e thod sm a yb e m ore e ffe c tive .Forinsta nc e ,sug g e stg iving the c a rtoa g ra nd c hild forc olle g e
ta tion.Re m e m b e rtoa d d re ssthe lossofa b ilitytog e ta round tone c e ssa rypla c e s,suc h a sd oc tor
e nts,the g roc e rystore a nd soc ia la c tivitie s.

third pa rtyinte rve ning isliste d a sthe m oste ffe c tive m e thod ofc onvinc ing a n e ld e rlype rson to
ing pe rthe a rtic le . The re a re c ourse stha te va lua te a d rive r’sc urre nta b ilitie s. AAA ha sold e r
urse sa va ila b le .The Pe nnsylva nia De pa rtm e ntofTra nsporta tion ra nd om lyse le c tsd rive rsove r
f45 ye a rsto re -e va lua te a nd pe rha psre -te stb utthe re isno syste m a tic te sting ford rive rsw ho

id e re d e ld e rly.A physic ia n orfa m ilym e m b e rc a n re portthe irc onc e rnsa b outa n old e rd rive rto
T b utm a ny physic ia ns a re re luc ta ntto ta ke tha tste p. W ithoutb uy-in from the e ld e r,d riving

a lic e nse islike lytooc c ure ve nifthe irlic e nse isle g a llyre voke d .

stDrive PA (w w w .justd rive pa .org ) isa w e b site w ith he lpfulinform a tionforPe nnsylva nia nsa nd
ilie s.M e re lyte lling som e one tha tthe yc a nnolong e rd rive ,e spe c ia llyse niorsw holive outsid e of

ine ffe c tive .Ta king the c a rm ig htsolve the im m e d ia te prob le m ofke e ping the se nioroffthe roa d ,
outa lte rna tive tra nsporta tion,the se niorw illb e c om e hom e b ound .

fte n tim e sa third pa rty isb e tte re quippe d to g ive the b a d ne ws,a nd c onvinc e the e ld e rto g ive
e ys.H ow e ve r,b e pre pa re d forg rie ving a nd a ng e re ve n ifthe e ld e ra g re e sto the c ha ng e .Enlist
ta nc e you c a n,a nd b e pre pa re d with the fa c ts,notjusta c c usa tions.Som e old e rpe rsonsa re still
d rive rs b ut m onitoring should c ontinue to b e sure nothing is c ha ng ing . Othe r d rive rs a nd
nsa re c ounting onusnottoig nore old e rd rive rsw hoc ontinue tod rive w he nthe yshould not.
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