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n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

18,2015
M e d ic a re ope n e nrollm e nt
tim e isnow

pe n e nrollm e ntforM e d ic a re sta rte d on Oc tob e r15 a nd runsthroug h De c e m b e r7,2015.Thisis
ofye a rfora llM e d ic a re b e ne fic ia rie sto look a tthe irc urre ntpla ns,e spe c ia lly the Pre sc ription
n orPa rtD,to se e ifyourc urre ntpla n isb e stforyou forthe upc om ing ye a r. A re c e nta rtic le
m e ve ry he lpful a d vic e to those w ho a re unsure of w ha t to d o d uring ope n e nrollm e nt.
ol.c om /re tire m e nt/g e ne ra l/2015/09/27/m e d ic a re -ope n-e nrollm e nt-is-c om ing -he re s-w ha t-
).

pe n e nrollm e nta fford sa n opportunity forM e d ic a re b e ne fic ia rie s to c onsid e rc ha ng e sto the ir
b e c a use the pla n tha tthe y ha ve in pla c e ha s m a d e c ha ng e s,or the b e ne fic ia ry’s he a lth ha s

.Itm ig hta lsob e possib le tofind a b e tte rpla n foryourcirc um sta nc e s.Itisim possib le topre d ic t
pla n for the future ,b utitis im porta ntto c onsid e r the b e stpla n for the upc om ing ye a r. Itis

d tha tM e d ic a re Ad va nta g e pla ns(priva te M e d ic a re pla nsa pprove d b y the fe d e ra lg ove rnm e nt)
inc re a se in pric e in 2016.H ow e ve r,the re c ould stillb e a pla n tha tm ig htb e m ore c oste ffe c tive
pa rtic ula r c irc um sta nc e s. Or itm ig htb e a d va nta g e ous b a se d upon pre d ic ta b le future he a lth
c onsid e ra switc h totra d itiona lM e d ic a re w ith a supple m e ntorM e d ig a ppla n.

uring ope n e nrollm e nt,you c a n switc h from tra d itiona lM e d ic a re to a n Ad va nta g e pla n orb a c k
iona lM e d ic a re .You c a n a lso sw itc h a m ong va riousAd va nta g e pla nsoffe re d in yourg e og ra phic
pe n e nrollm e nt is e spe c ia lly im porta nt for pre sc ription d rug c ove ra g e sinc e form ula rie s c a n
You m ig htha ve b e e n pre sc rib e d ne w m e d ic a tionsthroug houtthe pa stye a rw hic h w illre quire
m a tc h the b e stpla ntoyourc urre ntne e d s.

he a rtic le e nc oura g e syou to b e sm a rta b outope n e nrollm e nt. Diffe re ntpla nsha ve d iffe re nt
a nd not“one size fitsa ll.” To putthe od d sin yourfa vor,d o notc onc e ntra te sole ly on pre m ium

ok b e yond thisto the tota lc ostofyourc a re .A pla n with a hig he rm onthlypre m ium m ig htlook
e nsive ,b utifitre d uc e sc opa ym e ntsa nd ha slow e rd e d uc tib le s,itm ig htb e m ore c oste ffe c tive if

a re g ula rm e d ic a lsyste m use r.On the othe rha nd ,a low e rpre m ium m ig htm a ke se nse ifyou a re
yhe a lthya nd ra re lyuse he a lthc a re se rvic e s.

he m ostim porta ntc onsid e ra tion isre c e ntc ha ng e sin yourpa rtic ula rhe a lth sta tus.Pre sc ription
m ula rie s tha tm a tc h yourc urre ntpre sc riptions,pa rtic ula rly the m ostc ostly d rug son yourlist
you a sig nific a nta m ountofm one y.Itisim porta ntto ha ve a Pa rtD pla n e ve n ifyou d o notta ke
s re g ula rly in c a se you ha ve a pre sc ription pre sc rib e d d uring the ye a r b e fore the ne xtope n
nt,a nd to pre ve ntpe na ltie s for fa iling to e nroll in a Pa rtD pla n w he n you a re firste lig ib le .
,ifyou d o notta ke a ny,or ve ry fe w ,pre sc ription d rug s,the n a hig he r c ostpla n m a y notb e
y. Cove ra g e options c ha ng e from tim e to tim e a nd ta king a d va nta g e ofope n e nrollm e nta nd
ng pla nstoyoura c tua lne e d sisa ta sk tha tisw orth yourtim e a nd a tte ntion.
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