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n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

e r6,2015 M e d ic a re Pa rtB pre m ium s
unc ha ng e d form ostb e ne fic ia rie s

he la te st M e d ic a re Truste e s re port, a c c ord ing to AARP, ind ic a te s tha t for m ost M e d ic a re
sthe m onthly Pa rtB pre m ium willre m a in $104.90 in 2016. Thisisb e c a use offic ia lsc urre ntly

no c ost-of-living inc re a se in the m onthly Soc ia lSe c urity b e ne fitin 2016 d ue to low infla tion.
, som e b e ne fic ia rie s w ill se e a d ra m a tic inc re a se in Pa rt B pre m ium s in 2016.
log .a a rp.org /2015/08/13/m e d ic a re -pre m ium s-e xpe c te d -to-rise -ste e ply-for-som e -w hile -

e d -for-m ost/).

e d ic a re Pa rt B c ove rs physic ia n se rvic e s a nd othe r outpa tie nt se rvic e s. Approxim a te ly 70
ofc urre ntM e d ic a re b e ne fic ia rie spa y$104.90 forthisportionofthe irM e d ic a re insura nc e .The se
s a re prote c te d from a la rg e inc re a se ,or e ve n a ny inc re a se ,d ue to a provision in fe d e ra lla w
a sa “hold ha rm le ss”provision) tha tsta te stha tthe Pa rtB pre m ium c a nnotg oupfrom one ye a rto
b ym ore tha n the c ost-of-living inc re a se inSoc ia lSe c urityb e ne fits.H ow e ve r,the c ostsforPa rtB
to rise ;the re fore the c osts m ustb e spre a d outove rthe 30 pe rc e ntofM e d ic a re b e ne fic ia rie s

notprote c te d b ythe “hold ha rm le ss”provision.

c c ord ing to the AARP a rtic le , thre e g roups (of this only re pre se nt 14 pe rc e nt of the
ntione d 30 pe rc e ntw illpa y the irow n pre m ium s) c a n e xpe c ta ste e p jum p in pre m ium s. One
those with hig he rinc om e who w e re a lre a d y pa ying hig he rpre m ium sd ue to a c ha ng e in fe d e ra l
w ye a rs a g o. Ab out 6 pe rc e nt ofM e d ic a re b e ne fic ia rie s a re ind ivid ua ls w ith inc om e a b ove
orc ouple swith inc om e g re a te rtha n $170,000.The se e nrolle e sc ould se e a 52 pe rc e ntinc re a se
ium s in 2016 with ne w pre m ium a m ounts b e ing b e tw e e n $223 a nd $509.80 d e pe nd ing on
Those w hoa re ne w e nrolle e sin M e d ic a re (a b out5 pe rc e nt) c ould a lsose e a 52 pe rc e ntinc re a se

ke ly pre m ium of$159.30 pe rm onth.The third g roup isthose b e ne fic ia rie sw ho d e la y re c e iving
c urity b e ne fits (a pproxim a te ly 3 pe rc e nt) pe rha ps b e c a use the y a re stillworking or ha ve not
full re tire m e nta g e . Those pe rsons will a lso like ly b e a ffe c te d b y inc om e re la te d pre m ium

.

he e xpe rtspre d ic ttha tthe pa tte rn w illre ve rse in 2017.In tha tye a rthe Soc ia lSe c urityc ost-of-
justm e ntise xpe c te d tob e a b out3 pe rc e ntsotha tthe va stm a jorityofM e d ic a re b e ne fic ia rie sw ill
c re a se in pre m ium s to a proje c te d a m ountof$120.70. On the othe r ha nd ,the othe r g roups

lym e ntione d w illse e a d e c re a se .

he a c tua l pre m ium a m ounts w ill not b e d isc lose d until Oc tob e r. The a uthor of the a rtic le
ha ving the g ove rnm e ntspre a d the inc re a se s ove r tw o or m ore ye a rs. The re is still tim e to

ish this.W a tc h fora nnounc e m e ntsinOc tob e rofthe a c tua lpla n.
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