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n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

r20,2015 Isitpossib le to g ohom e forthe
holid a yswhe n a re sid e ntin a
nursing hom e ?

histim e ofye a risw he n fa m ilie spla n g a the ring sa nd ta ke a d va nta g e ofthe ofte n ra re oc c a sion
ung m e m b e rs to g e ttog e the r. Unfortuna te ly,one fa m ily m e m b e rm a y b e in a skille d nursing

orre ha b ilita tion a nd the irlove d one sw ould like to b e a b le to ta ke the fa m ily m e m b e rhom e for
e ring . Ifis itpossib le for the nursing fa c ility re sid e ntw ho is in the fa c ility und e r his or he r

b e ne fittosa fe lytra ve lfrom the fa c ilityforshorttim e ,the fa m ilym a yb e c onc e rne d tha tsuc h a n
willre sultin c a nc e lla tion ofc ontinue d M e d ic a re b e ne fits. The Ce nte r for M e d ic a re Ad voc a c y

fa m ilie sa nd M e d ic a re b e ne fic ia rie stha tsuc h b e ne fic ia rie sc a n le a ve the fa c ility w ithoutlossof
e ra g e forc a re .(http://w w w .m e d ic a re a d voc a c y.org /you-c a n-le a ve -the -nursing -hom e /).

he M e d ic a re Be ne fitPolic y M a nua lsta te stha t“a n outsid e pa ssorshortle a ve ofa b se nc e forthe
ofa tte nd ing a spe c ia lre lig iousse rvic e ,holid a ym e a l,fa m ilyoc c a sion,g oing on a c a rrid e ,orfora

thom e ,isnot,b yitse lf,e vid e nc e tha tthe ind ivid ua lnolong e rne e d stob e in a SNFforthe re c e ipt
e d skille d c a re .” M ostb e ne fic ia rie sw illnotb e a b le to le a ve the fa c ility b utforthose who are
y should notb e d e nie d c ontinue d M e d ic a re c ove ra g e upon the irre turn,provid e d the y ha ve not
the e nd ofthe irM e d ic a re d a ysofe lig ib le c ove ra g e .

he M e d ic a re Be ne fitPolic y M a nua lg oe son to sa y tha tthe d e c ision to a llow a re sid e ntto le a ve
tym ustb e on a c a se b yc a se b a sis.The fa c ility,in a nyc a se ,should notissue a b la nke tsta te m e nt
ing the fa c ility willre sultin lossofM e d ic a re c ove ra g e . The m a nua lsta te stha tsuc h a notic e is
ropria te .” Fa m ilie sshould w ork c lose ly w ith the pe rsonne la tthe fa c ility to b e sure tha tthe ir
e is sa fe to le a ve a nd tha tsuc h a n a b se nc e is notvie w e d b y the fa c ility a s re sulting in loss of
c ove ra g e .

histype ofa b se nc e should b e tre a te d sim ila rlytoa re sid e ntb e ing tra nsfe rre d tothe hospita lfor
a re e pisod e .Ifthe re sid e ntre que ststole a ve the fa c ilitya nd re turnsthe sa m e d a y(b ym id nig ht)
fa c ility c a n b illM e d ic a re forthe d a y.H ow e ve r,ifthe re sid e ntisg one ove rnig ht,the fa c ility c a n

he re sid e ntfor“b e d hold ” d a ysjusta sifthe re sid e ntw a sa d m itte d to the hospita love rnig htor
The fa c ility m ustinform the re sid e ntin a d va nc e ofthe a m ountofthe c ha rg e pe r d a y ifthe
isle a ving fora pla nne d a b se nc e to g ive the re sid e ntthe option ofpa ying the b e d -hold c ha rg e s.
“pe rd a y” orpe rd ie m ra te d e pe nd ing upon the le ng th ofthe a b se nc e .Itisnota fla tra te norisit

for a d m ission or re -a d m ission, b oth of w hic h a re not pe rm itte d b y the re g ula tions. The
ry is only te m pora rily va c a ting his or he r pre m ise s a nd should re turn to the sa m e room a nd
d w ith a ll pe rsona l b e long ing s inta c t. In re a lity, e xc e pt in ve ry unusua l c irc um sta nc e s, the
isonlyg one fora fe w hoursora tm ostone ove rnig htsinc e he orshe w ould notb e in a fa c ilityif
d id notne e d the c a re .

he b ottom line istha tM e d ic a re b e ne fic ia rie sw ho a re physic a lly a b le c a n le a ve the fa c ility fora
otog ohom e forthe holid a ys,b utthe fa c ilityc a nc ha rg e a b e d -hold fe e a fte rthe firstd a y.
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