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n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

7,2015 Elig ib le forM e d ic a re b utha ve
O b a m a c a re pla n

he Afford a b le Ca re Ac t(ACA) orOb a m a c a re ha sb e e n up a nd running for18 m onthsnow .Itha s
im a te d tha t11.7m illion Am e ric a ns ha ve M a rke tpla c e he a lth insura nc e pla ns. Som e ofthose
rie s will b e turning 65 ye a rs old a nd m a y b e una w a re tha tin m ostinsta nc e s M e d ic a re a nd

la c e pla nsa re notc om pa tib le .

he va stm a jorityofAm e ric a nsqua lify forM e d ic a re Pa rtA (the hospita liza tion pa rtofM e d ic a re )
pa ying a ny pre m ium . Som e pe ople m a y ha ve a n ACA m a rke tpla c e pla n in pla c e prior to
g 65 ye a rsold a nd M e d ic a re e lig ib le . Sinc e m ostM e d ic a re b e ne fic ia rie slook forsupple m e nta l

for tra d itiona lM e d ic a re ,itw ould se e m log ic a lto re ta in the m a rke tpla c e pla n onc e M e d ic a re
H owe ve r,the re c ould b e ste e p c ostsa ssoc ia te d w ith re ta ining a m a rke tpla c e pla n.Switc hing to

is c onsid e re d the c orre c tc hoic e in ne a rly e ve ry c irc um sta nc e . Unfortuna te ly the re a re no
tothose whoa re M e d ic a re e lig ib le sotha tthe yc a nm a ke inform e d c hoic e s.

m a jor inc e ntive to m a ke the switc h to M e d ic a re is tha tthose pe rsons w ho re c e ive pre m ium
forthe irm a rke tpla c e pla nsw illlose those sub sid ie sw he n the y b e c om e e lig ib le forM e d ic a re .

r,itisup to the c onsum e rto notify the m a rke tpla c e pla n ofthe ire lig ib ility forM e d ic a re orthe
d sub sid ie s w illne e d to b e re pa id onc e the y file ta xe s. This is ne c e ssa ry w he the rornotthe y
sig n up for M e d ic a re . Furthe rm ore , fa ilure to sig n up for Pa rt B (outpa tie nt c ove ra g e for
) whe n firste lig ib le c a n re sultin a pre m ium pe na lty of10 pe rc e nte a c h ye a rtha te nrollm e ntis
A sim ila rpe na ltye xistsfore a c h ye a re nrollm e ntinPa rtD (the pre sc riptiond rug pla na ssoc ia te d
ic a re ) isd e la ye d .

he re a re som e e xc e ptionstothe g e ne ra lrule tha tm a rke tpla c e pla nsa nd M e d ic a re d onotm ix.If
rke tpla c e pla n isthroug h youre m ploye r(Sm a llBusine ssH e a lth OptionsorSH OP),you ne e d to

youre m ploye ra sto w he the ritisne c e ssa ry to sig n up forM e d ic a re .Ifthe re a re m ore tha n 20
e s,the e m ploye r’she a lth pla n isprim a ryc ove ra g e a nd itisnotne c e ssa rytosig n up forPa rtB in
ta nc e s. The e m ploye r’s pla n is c onsid e re d “c re d ita b le c ove ra g e .” W he n the e m ploye e re tire s,
a spe c ia le nrollm e ntpe riod ofe ig htm onthsto sig n up forPa rtB w ithoutpe na lty. H ow e ve r,if

le sstha n 20 e m ploye e sin the SH OP pla n,ne w M e d ic a re e lig ib le b e ne fic ia rie sshould sig n up for
d Pa rtD rig hta wa y.

nothe rsitua tion isw he re those w hoa re 65 ye a rsold b utd onotqua lifyforfre e M e d ic a re Pa rtA
tinue the irm a rke tpla c e pla n a nd qua lify forthe sub sid ie s. Som e pote ntia lb e ne fic ia rie sd id not
g e noug h to a c c um ula te suffic ie ntw ork c re d itsto qua lify forM e d ic a re Pa rtA w ithoutpa ying a
.Butb e a wa re tha tthose whosta yw ith a m a rke tpla c e pla n m a yb e c ha rg e d a n e xtra 10 pe rc e nt

um sfortw ic e the num b e rofye a rstha tthe yc ould ha ve ha d Pa rtA b utd id nota pplyforit.

n g e ne ra l,itisne c e ssa ryto stud ythe b e ne fitsve rsusc osts.Long b e fore m a rke tpla c e pla nswe re
,M e d ic a re w a sprovid ing insura nc e forthose w ho b e ne fic ia rie s65 a nd old e r. The pla n w a sto
M e d ic a re forthispopula tion,a nd le a ve the m a rke tpla c e tothose young e rtha n65 ye a rs.Be a le rt
fa llsloom ing a syou g row c lose rtoyour65th b irthd a y.
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