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LEGAL
n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

e r20,2015 Distrib uting e sta te ’spe rsona l
prope rtyin a fa irwa y

ostpe ople ha ve pe rsona lb e long ing sw he n the y pa ssa w a y. The va lue c a n va ry g re a tly b utin
se s the va lue is se ntim e nta l ra the r tha n m one ta ry. Distrib uting pe rsona l prope rty,suc h a s
,je w e lry,d ishe s,c olle c tions(sta m ps,d ishe s,sta tute s,e tc .),a rtwork,photog ra phs,a nd c lothing ,
m e a c ha lle ng e in som e e sta te s. Itisa lm ostim possib le to e ve nly d istrib ute suc h ite m s,a nd if
m s ha ve g re a te m otiona lsig nific a nc e ,a b a ttle c a n e nsue . Aud re y H e pb urn’s tw o sons c a nnot
the d ivision ofc lothing ite m ssuc h a sha tsa nd sc a rve s,a nd a jud g e isste pping in to a id in the

ion.Now m ostofusa re notfa m ouse noug h tha tha tsa nd sc a rve sw ould fe tc h a nypric e b e yond
uld b e g a ine d a ta ya rd sa le ;how e ve r,suc h b a ttle soc c ure ve ryd a yove rw ha tw ould a ppe a rtob e

ite m s. Eld e r La w Answ e rs in a re c e nt ne w sle tte r (w w w .e ld e rla w a nsw e rs.c om ) offe r som e
onsonhow tow ork outd istrib utionofpe rsona lite m s.

he n the d e c e d e ntha d a W ill,the re isa n opportunity to na m e w ha tite m sshould b e d istrib ute d
pe rsons.H ow e ve r,e ve n ifsom e one m a d e a list(w hic h isusua lly a lw a yshe lpful) note ve rything
use ora pa rtm e ntw illha ve b e e n d istrib ute d thisw a y.One m e thod istod ra w lotsa nd ta ke turns
te m s. The ord e rofc hoosing should c ha ng e w ith e a c h round . Anothe risto ha ve the he irsput
stic ke rs on the ite m s tha tthe y d e sire . Ifthe re is only one stic ke r is on a n ite m ,tha tpe rson
it.Ifm ore tha none stic ke rispre se nt,the fa m ilyc a nre sorttod ra w ing lotsorta king turnsonthe
d ite m s.M a king c opie sofphotosc a nsolve the prob le m ofw hog e tsw ha t.

fita ppe a rstha tthe re a re a num b e rofite m sofva lue ortha tthe re w illb e g rum b ling a b outthe
ion,the ite m sshould a llb e a ppra ise d .Inthisw a ythe ite m sw illha ve a va lue liste d ,a nd the va lue

trol the e ve nne ss of d istrib ution.If nothing e lse , the ite m s c ould b e sold a nd the proc e e d s
e d a c c ord ing to the W illspe c ific a tions.Inte re ste d fa m ilym e m b e rsc a n a tte nd the a uc tion iftha t
e thod ofd isposing ofthe prope rty,a nd b uy w ha tthe y a re inte re ste d in. W orking with a se nior
na g e rora re puta b le e sta te c le a n outse rvic e involve sa ne utra lthird pa rtyw ho he lpsd ispe lthe
tfa m ilie sm a y ha ve w he n the y re ve rtto re la tionshipsfrom the irte e na g e ye a rs.Ifnothing e lse

iring a m e d ia torc a nhe lpc le a rthe a ira nd g e ttothe rootofthe c onte ntionove rpe rsona lite m s.

a ny fa m ilie sd o notha ve thisissue b utw he n ita rise sitc a n d e la y e sta te a d m inistra tion fora n
pe riod oftim e .The Unive rsityofM inne sota Exte nsionSc hoolha sd e ve lope d use fulm a te ria lsto

ilie s throug h this proc e ss (http://w w w .e xte nsion.um n.e d u/fa m ily/pe rsona l-fina nc e /w ho-g e ts-
s-ye llow -pie -pla te /). Ithe lpsthose w ho a re pla nning d istrib ution a sw e lla se xe c utorsw ho a re
ith thisissue a fte rthe fa c t.

tc a n b e m osthe lpfulto c onsulta n e sta te pla nning a ttorne y re g a rd ing the W illa s w e lla s the
m inistra tionproc e ss.
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