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n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

2015 Dig ita la sse tsa nd e sta te
pla nning

o you ord e r ite m s online from a n a c c ountyou ha ve se tup? Do you ha ve a n e m a il a c c ount,
te in soc ia lm e d ia ,orke e p tra c k ofhe a lth re c ord sonline ? M a ny pe ople b a nk online ora tle a st
c tronic re c ord s ofb a nk sta te m e nts a nd b roke ra g e a c c ounts. Othe rs ha ve we b pa g e s or b log s,

a in na m e s orvid e o g a m e c ha ra c te rs. The c om m on d e nom ina tora m ong the se type sofonline
istha tthe y re quire a use rna m e a nd pa ssw ord ,a nd d a ta isstore d e le c tronic a lly a nd hope fully

.The listofsuc h “d ig ita la sse ts”c a nb e long ,a nd prote c ting the m isne c e ssa ry.Butw ha tha ppe ns
isa b le toa c c e ssthe se a c c ountsd ue toyourd e a th ord isa b ility? A re c e ntissue ofEstate Planning
and Development, se nt c ourte sy of Na tiona l Pe nn Inve stors Trust Com pa ny, g ive s som e

stoc onsid e rw he ne sta te pla nning ford ig ita la sse ts.

om e one w ho ha s d one prope r pla nning ha s e xe c ute d a W ill for d isposition ofprope rty a fte r
d Powe rs ofAttorne y to a llow som e one to m a na g e fina nc ia l a nd he a lthc a re d e c ision m a king
fe in the e ve ntofinc a pa c ity.H ow e ve r,w e ofte n d o notthink a b outthe ple thora ofd ig ita la sse ts
ow n.Forinsta nc e ,som e one w hom a na g e sa llofhisorhe rfina nc e sonline m a yle a ve the irAg e nt
torw ithoutthe a b ilitytoa c c e ssa nyfina nc ia la c c ountsa ta c ritic a ljunc ture .Itm a yb e d iffic ultto
now wha tfina nc ia la c c ountse xistwith nopa pe rtra ilore le c tronic a c c e ss.On the othe rha nd ,it

ta ntnotto a llow a c c e ssto those nota uthorize d to d o so.Thisa rtic le sug g e stssom e a d d itiona l
tohe lpa void a c risisla te r.

ig ita l a sse ts c a n b e va lua b le a nd itis ne c e ssa ry to prote c tthe m from a c c e ss withoutprope r
a tion.Itissug g e ste d tha ta n inve ntoryb e c re a te d w hic h would inc lud e a lld e vic e son whic h your
se tsc a n b e a c c e sse d . Thism ig htinc lud e a pe rsona lc om pute r,ta b le ta nd sm a rtphone . The n

e tshould b e id e ntifie d a s to w he the r itha s fina nc ia l or se ntim e nta l va lue . M a ny photos a re
ig ita lly now ,a nd im porta nt fa m ily a nd pe rsona l m e m orie s c a n b e lost without a llowing the
e rsons a c c e ss; how e ve r, the y w ould ha ve nothing to d o w ith pa ying b ills. The n a c c e ss

ion should b e liste d ,inc lud ing use rna m e s,pa ssword sa nd a c c ountnum b e rs.Do notinc lud e this
ionina nyd oc um e ntstha tc a nb e pub lic a llya c c e sse d .

n im porta ntne xtste p isprope rly se c uring a c c e ssinform a tion.Itc a n b e w ritte n d ow n b utthe n
store d ,suc h a s in a sa fe or sa fe d e positb ox,or store d e le c tronic a lly,e nc rypting ita nd the n

m a ste rpa ssw ord .The re a re c om m e rc ia lse rvic e sa va ila b le toa ssistin this.In c a se ofinc a pa c ity
,the re ne e d s to b e a provision to g ra nta c c e ss to a third pa rty,pre fe ra b ly a truste d pe rson

inthe Powe rofAttorne ya nd /orW ill.

ta te la w is slow ly m oving to a d d re ss the issue ofa c c e ss to d ig ita l a sse ts. H ow e ve r,a s the y
m ore pe rva sive , it is up to e a c h of us to c onsid e r this a spe c t of our live s a nd provid e for
n ofa nd a c c e sstosuc h a sse ts.Fa ilure topla n w illm a ke the ta sk ofa ssisting you d uring life tim e
inc a pa c ity,or in m a na g ing your e sta te m uc h m ore d iffic ulta nd tim e c onsum ing . Consid e r

g thisa spa rtofyoure sta te pla nning .
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