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L EG A L
n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

015 De b tsin a n e sta te : how d o the y
g e tpa id ?

love d one ha s pa sse d a w a y a nd still while g rie ving your loss,you d isc ove r tha t the re a re
a sking forpa ym e nt,b illsc om ing in,a nd no a c c e ssto yourlove d one ’sm one y.W ha td o you d o

d e rLa w Answ e rs(w w w .e ld e rla w a nsw e rs.c om ) in a re c e ntne w sle tte ra d d re sse ssom e ofthe se

he n som e one d ie sw ith a W illin pla c e ,the pe rson na m e d to ha nd le the e sta te isa n “Exe c utor.”
is no W ill,a pe rson c a n b e a ppointe d to a d m iniste r the Esta te ,a n “Ad m inistra tor”. In e ithe r
,W illor no W ill,the pe rson na m e d or one a ppointe d b y the Re g iste r ofW ills willa c ta s the
re pre se nta tive ;itisthispe rson’sm a in job to pa yjustd e b tsofthe e sta te (tha tis,d e b tsinc urre d
c e d e nt).Thista sk c a n b e ove rw he lm ing ,a nd the c orre c tproc e d ure sshould b e follow e d sotha t

e psa re m a d e a nd pe rsona llia b ilityisa void e d .

he firstste p isto prob a te the W illorothe rw ise b e a ppointe d a spe rsona lre pre se nta tive . This
tra ve ling to the offic e ofthe Re g iste rofW illsin the County w he re the d e c e d e ntre sid e d a nd /or
a b lishing a n e sta te ,a nd ob ta ining the a uthoriza tion to a d m iniste rthe e sta te (shortc e rtific a te s).
ona lre pre se nta tive the n g a the rs the a sse ts a nd d e te rm ine s w ha tis ow e d b y the e sta te . This
quire a se a rc h ofthe d e c e d e nt’s pa pe rs a nd notific a tion ofc re d itors. Notific a tion c onsists of
g a notic e in a loc a lne wspa pe r a nd a la w journa lso tha tyou sta rtthe sta tute oflim ita tions
InPe nnsylva nia ,c re d itorsha ve one ye a rtofile a c la im from a c tua lnotic e .

fthe re ism ore d e b ttha n the re a re a sse ts,the d e b tsm ustb e sa tisfie d in a c e rta in ord e r.Ifa fte r
rtic ula r d e b ts, suc h a s the fune ra l b ill, a re sa tisfie d , the re a re still a sse ts, m a ny tim e s the
g d e b tisse ttle d in ord e rofpriority(pe rSta te a nd Fe d e ra lla w ),a nd pa ym e ntsc a n b e pro-ra te d .

ta te c a nnotse ttle the c la im s a g a instit,the e sta te is d e c la re d insolve nt. In m ostinsta nc e s,the
re pre se nta tive isnotre sponsib le forthe d e b tofthe e sta te unle ssitc a n b e show n the pe rsona l
ta tive ha s m ism a na g e d the a sse ts. Anothe r e xc e ption involve s a spouse a nd the type ofd e b t

ota lle sta te s a re b urd e ne d w ith c re d itors’c la im s tha te xc e e d the a sse ts b utfor those in tha t
,the rig htproc e d ure s c a n a void unne c e ssa ry prob le m s a nd e xpe nse . De a ling w ith c re d itor
a n b e sc a ry a nd c om plic a te d . A pe rsona l re pre se nta tive w ho m a ke s m ista ke s c ould b e c om e
lylia b le .The a ssista nc e ofa ne xpe rie nc e d e sta te a ttorne yc a nm a ke a llofthe d iffe re nc e .
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