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n M a rtin is a n a ttorne y with O ’Donne ll,W e iss & M a tte i,P.C.,a nd a ne wspa pe r
istforThe M e rc ury,whic h g a ve pe rm ission forthisa rtic le to b e re printe d .

014 Cong re ssne e d stoa d d re ssissue swith
Alzhe im e r’sAc c ounta b ilityAc t

c c ord ing to the Alzhe im e r’s Assoc ia tion (ww w .a lz.org ), Cong re ss pa sse d the Na tiona l
r’sProje c tAc t,a b i-pa rtisa n e ffort,in 2010. One ofthe g oa lsofthe pla n isto e ffe c tive ly tre a t
re ve ntAlzhe im e r’sd ise a se (AD) b y 2025.Althoug h the la w instruc tsthe De pa rtm e ntofH e a lth
a n Se rvic e s(H H S) to d e ve lop a stra te g ic pla n to a d d re ssthe e pid e m ic ofAD,a nd to upd a te the

ua lly,a c ritic a lpie c e ism issing from the orig ina lpla n.Itisim porta nttoinc lud e outc om e -d rive n
s,re c om m e nd a tionsforprioritya c tionsa nd c oord ina tionofa llfe d e ra llyfund e d prog ra m sw hic h

re se a rc h,c a re ,a nd se rvic e s.H ow e ve r,a proje c tion ofthe le ve loffund ing isne e d e d to re a c h the
tg oa loftre a tm e nta nd pre ve ntionofAD b y2025.Asa re sult,the Alzhe im e r’sAc c ounta b ilityAc t
H .R.4351) would re quire the sc ie ntists a tthe Na tiona lInstitute s ofH e a lth (NIH ) to sub m ita n
e se a rc h b ud g e t proposa l d ire c tly to Cong re ss, spe c ifying the re sourc e s ne e d e d to m e e t the
e d re se a rc h m ile stone sa nd tim e line s.

ta tistic s re c e ntly re le a se d b y the Alzhe im e r’sAssoc ia tion pointoutthe ne e d forthe a d d itiona l
n. The re is no que stion tha tthis d ise a se ,pa rtofa g roup ofd e m e ntia s,ha s re a c he d e pid e m ic

ons.M ore tha n 5 m illion Am e ric a nsa re living w ith Alzhe im e r’sd ise a se ;som e one in the Unite d
ve lops the d ise a se e ve ry 67se c ond s. One in thre e se niors willd ie ofAlzhe im e r’s d ise a se or

d e m e ntia ;a pproxim a te ly 500,000 d ie e a c h ye a r.AD killsm ore pe ople tha n b re a sta nd prosta te
m b ine d .W om e n in the ir60’sa re twotim e sm ore like lytod e ve lopAD d uring the irlife tim e tha n

a nc e r. AD is the 6th le a d ing c a use ofd e a th,a nd the only one in the top 10 tha tc a nnot b e
d ,c ure d ,ore ve nslow e d .

he c ostto soc ie ty is sta g g e ring ,e ve n ifw e justlook a tthe fina nc ia lb urd e n. Sixty pe rc e ntof
rs a re w om e n. In 2013,15.5 m illion c a re g ive rs provid e d a n e stim a te d 17.7b illion hours of
a re va lue d a t$220 b illion.W ha tha ppe nsw he n the c a re g ive rsne e d c a re ? Itise stim a te d tha t19
ofw om e n w ho a re c a re g ive rs quitw ork d ue to c a re g iving d utie s,a d ve rse ly im pa c ting the ir
ntfuture s.Ca re g ive rsa re m ore like lytod ie b e fore the pa tie ntd ue tothe stre ssofc a re g iving .AD
e re d the m oste xpe nsive c ond ition in the na tion.In 2014,itise stim a te d tha td ire c tc ostsofAD
h $214 b illion,inc lud ing $150 b illion ofM e d ic a re d olla rs.(Se e w ww .a lz.org /fa c tsa nd fig ure sfor
orm a tion).

he Alzhe im e r’sAssoc ia tion isc a lling usto a sk ourSe na torsa nd Re pre se nta tive sto supportthe
r’sAc c ounta b ility Ac t. Thisd ise a se islike ly to a ffe c ta llofusin som e wa y;itw ould b e to our
e to supportre se a rc h to e lim ina te thisd ise a se . The Alzhe im e r’sAssoc ia tion w e b site a nd loc a l
tionsha ve a we a lth ofinform a tion,b oth forthe d ise a se suffe re rs,the irfa m ilie sa nd c a re g ive rs.
le a rning m ore a b outAlzhe im e r’sd ise a se tod a y,a nd how tosupportthisim porta ntle g isla tion.
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