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2014 Ac t12 m a ke sc ha ng e sto
PACE/PACENET e lig ib ility

c t12 of2014 w a s re c e ntly sig ne d into la w b y Pe nnsylva nia Gove rnor Tom Corb e tt,a nd the
a re e ffe c tive im m e d ia te ly. Re pre se nta tive Se th Grove (R-Dove r) a uthore d the b illin ord e r to
se niors’a c c e ss to the PACE/PACENET prog ra m s in Pe nnsylva nia ,w hic h provid e s pre sc ription
e ra g e for low inc om e se niors. Ac t12 is e stim a te d to a llow ne a rly 40,000 se niors c ontinue d
d tope rm ita na d d itiona l10,000 se niorstog a ine lig ib ilitya c c ord ing the tothe PA GOP w e b site .

ACEa nd PACENET a re prog ra m sprovid ing low inc om e Pe nnsylva nia se niorsw ho a re a g e 65 or
sc ription d rug a c c e sswith a fford a b le c o-pa ym e nts. Be sid e sthe a g e re quire m e nt,the a pplic a nt
a ve M e d ic a id pre sc ription d rug c ove ra g e ,a nd m ustm e e tinc om e re quire m e nts(a sse tsa re not
e d for this prog ra m ). Elig ib ility is b a se d on the pre vious ye a r’s inc om e ta x re turns. Curre nt
e quire m e nts forPACEa re tha ta sing le a pplic a ntc a nnotha ve c ounta b le inc om e ofm ore tha n
a nd a m a rrie d c ouple c a nnotha ve a c om b ine d inc om e ofm ore tha n $17,700. Und e rthe PACE
ic a re prog ra m ,PACEofte n pa ysthe ind ivid ua l’sM e d ic a re Pa rtB pre m ium a lso. PACENET isa
rog ra m tha t pe rm its hig he r inc om e lim its b ut re quire s hig he r c o-pa ym e nts. The e lig ib ility
e ntforPACENET isinc om e b e twe e n $14,500 a nd $23,500 fora sing le pe rson a nd $17,700 a nd

fora m a rrie d c ouple .

c t12 c ontinue sa priorla w tha te xpire d on De c e m b e r31,2014 tha tpre ve nte d c urre ntPACEa nd
T b e ne fic ia rie s from losing the irb e ne fitd ue to the COLA inc re a se in Soc ia lSe c urity. This la w
sthe m ora torium untilDe c e m b e r31,2015.Althoug h the COLA inc re a se isw e lc om e a nd he lpful
wa s e noug h ofa n inc om e inc re a se to m a ke som e PACEa nd PACENET b e ne fic ia rie s lose the ir
d e lig ib ility,w hic h m a ym ore tha n offse tthe sm a llinc re a se in Soc ia lSe c urityb e ne fits.Butm ore
tly, Ac t 12 re m ove s M e d ic a re Pa rt B pre m ium s from c ounta b le inc om e . The Pe nnsylva nia

e ntofAg ing e stim a te stha tne a rly8,200 a d d itiona lse niorswillqua lifya sa re sultofre d uc ing the
c ounta b le inc om e b y the M e d ic a re Pa rt B pre m ium ($104.90 for m ost pe rsons). Sinc e a s
ta tive Se th Grove pointe d out,se niors ne ve r a c tua lly re c e ive the “inc om e ” sinc e the Pa rt B
isd e d uc te d from the irSoc ia lSe c urity pa ym e nt,thise na b le sm ore pe ople to ha ve “c ounta b le ”

n the e lig ib ilityra ng e s.Be ing justove rthe inc om e lim itsc a n b e ve ryfrustra ting tothose se niors
iouslyqua lifie d ;thisw illb e a hug e he lptom a nyina fford ing the irpre sc riptionm e d ic a tions.

e niorsinte re ste d in PACEorPACENET should c onta c tthe irloc a lOffic e ofAg ing forform s.Eve n
e re told in Ja nua ry tha tyou no long e r qua lifie d ,b e sure to c he c k in a g a in a s this ne w la w is
im m e d ia te ly. Do nota ssum e tha tyou d o notqua lify b a se d on pre viousye a rs’a tte m ptse ithe r
e lim ina tionofthe M e d ic a re Pa rtB pre m ium c a nm a ke a llthe d iffe re nc e .

ha nk you to Je ffre y M a rsha llCELA ofM a rsha ll,Pa rke r& W e b e ra nd Rob e rtClofine CELA ofthe
w Firm ofRob e rtClofine fornoting the pa ssa g e ofthisla w a nd pa ssing the w ord to othe re ld e r
ne ysso tha tw e c ould inform ourc lie nts.Spre a d the word so tha ta llw ho a re e lig ib le c a n ta ke
e ofPACEorPACENET.
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